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Select Committee into the Operations of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Western Australia (Inc) — Report — “Select Committee into the Operations of the Royal Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Western Australia (Inc)” — Motion 

Resumed from 24 August on the following motion moved by Hon Sue Ellery — 

That the report be noted. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: I have only seven minutes to comment on this report, so my comments will be very 
brief. Obviously I worked on this report for more than a year, so there is much to say that I will not have an 
opportunity to say at this juncture. However, it was important for me to be able to put on the record just a few 
things. Firstly, I want to thank the committee staff, particularly Niamh and Sam, and all the other research 
officers who did reports for us. I particularly want to thank Hon Sally Talbot. It was a pleasure working 
alongside Sally and I really appreciate everything that I learned from that experience. I thank her for her 
considerable contribution to the minority report. 

The government has given its response to this report and I wanted to wait until we got that response to make my 
comments about the report because we could then see how it has affected government policy. The response was 
a little underwhelming. I would like the government to consider responding to the minority recommendations. It 
chose to respond only to the majority report and I think that was a missed opportunity. I would really like it to 
have a look at the minority recommendations. I know it can do that, because in the report on the Bell Group it 
took the recommendations on board, and this is an opportunity for the government to do that because a lot of 
work went into those. In particular, I believe there are many arguments in this report and in the minority report 
that would lead one to believe that the best way forward for animal welfare in this state is to establish an 
independent office for animal welfare. Serious concerns were raised about the conflict of interest with the 
Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia holding the responsibility for both the promotion and use 
of animals in agriculture and food and also the requirement to implement the Animal Welfare Act. There was 
disagreement on many of the recommendations and considerations during the committee report, and during the 
committee’s investigations. However, the one way forward that most of us can agree with is that the 
establishment of an independent office is a good thing for the next government or this government to consider. 

The best summary of this investigation appeared in The West Australian after the committee tabled its report. 
I draw attention to those rare opportunities when Paul Murray and I agree. Paul Murray wrote an opinion piece 
on 22 May called “Bizarre bid to neuter RSPCA”. I will quote that article because he has written it very well and 
I want to share it in case anybody missed it. It states — 

There’s a wise old saying whose origins are lost in antiquity: Be careful what you wish for. 

Those words should not be lost on those who agitated to get an inquiry into the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in WA. 

The way the inquiry was run and the content of its report strongly suggests that the Legislative Council 
select committee, set up as another Government sop to the politically-onside Shooters and Fishers 
Party, had every intention of nobbling WA’s oldest charity. 

I will quote selectively from here. The article also states — 

And while the committee heard some fairly febrile and potentially damaging claims about the 
association, it ended up with a damp squib of a report … 

In a long career of following parliamentary inquiries, I’ve never seen a minority report that so 
categorically collapses the foundation of the majority report as that written by Labor’s Sally Talbot and 
the Greens’ Lynn MacLaren. 

The minority report dissented from all but 12 of the 56 findings and seven of the 26 recommendations 
while also providing a robust defence of the organisation’s operations—from the same evidence. 

They left committee chairman Ricky Mazza from the Shooters and Fishers and fellow majority 
members, the Nationals’ Paul Brown and Liberal Nigel Hallett, all representing significant farm 
interests, holding a wether when they wanted a ram … 

Behind this inquiry is a desire to silence and contain the RSPCA. That’s one of the new constants in 
modern society—shutting up differing voices. 

I commend that article to members. I also want to particularly thank the not-always-patient contribution by the 
president of the RSPCA at the time, Lynne Bradshaw, the chief executive officer, David van Ooran, and 
inspector Amanda Swift, and all the officers of the RSPCA who were brought in to provide evidence to this 
inquiry, as well as all the community members who chose to comment on whether the RSPCA was fulfilling its 
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function, and those legal advisers who gave me some advice on how animal cruelty could be better managed 
through better legislation. This is a hefty report. It is one of the biggest reports we have had in this chamber in 
a long time. It rivals the investigation into the State Administrative Tribunal, which was about the same 
thickness. If members want to trawl its pages, they will find that it contains quite a bit of material. If they just 
looked at the eight pages of the minority report, they would glean much information about where 
Western Australia stands on animal welfare. 

I think the RSPCA does a great job. Obviously it could do with more resources. We need to do better with 
inspectors around the state; that is something we all agree on. We should do much better throughout 
Western Australia to police animal welfare and to enforce it. The time is now. Many Western Australians agree 
with us and are valuing that, and we should as a Parliament try to protect the animals because they are voiceless 
and we need to act on their behalf. 

The CHAIR: Members, I note that there are 19 seconds remaining on the clock; however temporary order 5 also 
applies with this report, so it will drop to the bottom of the notice paper and further debate can be considered in 
relation to this report at a later time. 
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